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Joint Statement 

EU producers urge action on persistent concerns in 
the revision of the EU–Ukraine Association Agreement 
Our organisations acknowledge the revision of Article 29 of the EU–Ukraine Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) and welcome its aim to provide greater certainty 
and a more stable trading framework for both parties. 

We also recognise that efforts have been made to address the risks faced by European 
producers and industries. However, the concessions in many sensitive sectors are 
significant. The increase in quotas for ethyl alcohol (+25%), poultry (+33%), common wheat 
(+30%), barley (+29%), maize (+54%), eggs (+200%), and especially for sugar (+398%) and 
honey (+483%) will pose significant challenges, in particular as they are in addition to past 
or planned trade concessions, notably with Mercosur. 

We welcome the principle of a reinforced general safeguard clause that can be triggered 
in the event of market disruption in a Member State but remain doubtful about its practical 
effectiveness due to the lack of automaticity and clear criteria for its triggering. We call for 
the implementation of a robust and automatic system for monitoring imports of the most 
sensitive products. 

The planned alignment of Ukrainian production standards, in particular on animal welfare 
and on plant protection products use, with EU rules by 2028 is a progress but no guarantees 
have been provided regarding its genuine implementation. We thus call for controls on the 
ground and for strict traceability controls by the European Commission. 

We remain committed to continuing dialogue with the Commission to ensure that these 
issues are addressed and that guarantees are provided to European producers and 
manufacturers. 

-END-  

On behalf of the following associations: 

AVEC – Association of Poultry Processors and Poultry Trade in the EU countries 
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CEFS – European Association of Sugar Manufacturers 

CEPM – European Confederation of Maize Production 

CIBE – International Confederation of European Beet Growers 

COPA-COGECA - The United Voice of Farmers and their Cooperatives in the European 
Union 

ePURE – European Renewable Ethanol Association 

EUWEP - European Union of Wholesale with Eggs, Egg Products, Poultry and Game 

iEthanol – European Industrial and Beverage Ethanol Association 

 

 

For further information, please contact 

Birthe Steenberg - Secretary General AVEC ׀ ELPHA ׀ EPB +32 492 10 75 71 bs@avec- 
poultry.eu   

Catherine Jaworowska - Communication and Social Affairs Officer CEFS +32 2 774 51 07 
catherine.jaworowska@cefs.org 

Arthur Boy - Policy Advisor for economic affairs CEPM +33 6 79 05 78 31 
arthur.boy@agpm.com  

Elisabeth Lacoste – Director CIBE +32 2 50 46 091 elisabeth.lacoste@cibe-europe.eu  

Ksenija Simovic - Senior Policy Advisor COPA-COGECA +32 473 66 30 71 
ksenija.simovic@copa-cogeca.eu  

Bruno Menne - Director of Commodities COPA-COGECA +32 478 18 99 09 
bruno.menne@copa-cogeca.eu  

Simona Vackeova - Director of Government Affairs ePURE +32 2 609 50 54 
vackeova@epure.org  

Clara Hagen - Secretary General EUWEP +31 30 637 88 44 Clara.Hagen@euwep.org  

Gabriela Tatian – Director of Government Affairs iEthanol +32 470 62 42 46 
tatian@iethanol.eu 
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